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No. 30

M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs,
to M. CORBIN, French Ambassador in London.

Paris, December II, 1938.

I HAVE fully informed Sir Eric Phipps of the substance of my con-
versations with the Reich Minister for Foreign Affairs. Nevertheless,
I should be glad if you would call the particular attention of the
Secretary of State to the fact that, in my conversation with Herr von
Ribbentrop, I made a point of taking the initiative to state in the
clearest manner the character and scope of Franco-British solidarity,
and its fundamental importance for the orientation of French policy.

During my conversations with the German Minister, I left him in
no doubt of the impossibility of Germany being able at any time to
speculate on any dissociation of France and Great Britain.

On the other hand, when examining with Herr von Ribbentrop
the means of translating into fact an easing of Franco-German rela-
tions, I indicated very clearly that I could not conceive such an effort
except in the framework of a general adjustment of European rela-
tions; any attempt at developing Franco-German relations appeared
to me futile without a corresponding effort to improve the relations
between the Reich and Great Britain. Pointing out the bitterness of
the polemics against England in the German Press, I remarked that
they could only harm our efforts.

GEORGES   BONNET.

No. 31

M. CORBIN, French Ambassador in London,

to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

London, December 12,  1938.

IN answer to a question put by Mr. Arthur Henderson, the Prime
Minister declared in the House of Commons this afternoon:

"His Majesty's Government welcome the conclusion of the Franco-
German agreement with great satisfaction, and the French Govern-
ment was so informed when it communicated, on November 24, the
terms of the declaration to His Majesty's Government."

A member of the Labour Party then asked Mr. Chamberlain
whether the Franco-German declaration, in its bearing on the frontiers
of France and the Reich, would in any way affect the obligations of
Great Britain under the Treaty of Locarno. Mr. Chamberlain
answered in the negative.

CORBIN.